he global market for private bunkers
I is hotter today than at any point since
the Cold War. Sales include everything
from steel structures assembled off-site and
buried covertly in gardens to subterranean
concrete citadels stretching 12 storeys deep.
A 3,600 sq ft penthouse can set the buyer
back well over $4.5 million. Having spent
many years living with the ‘preppers’ and
‘survivalists’ buying these kinds of facilities,
I see their value, even as I’'m worried by their
renewed popularity.

Out of sight and mind, most bunkers
are either historical monuments or follies —
old second world war sites, or architectural
novelties anticipating a third world war that
never arrived. The pandemic and Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine, however, have caused
many of us to reassess the value of a fortified
space. In the UK, there has been a flood of
Cold War-era countryside bunkers appearing
on property websites. They almost always
sell within weeks.

In 2020 roughly 45 per cent of Americans
— about 116 million people — said they spent
money on survival materials. This includes
not just bunkers but bulk food, emergency
kits, off-grid energy and water delivery sys-
tems and many other self-sufficiency pro-
visions. The freeze-dried food market saw
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a spike in sales as supply lines broke down
during the pandemic. The sector is already
valued at $47 billion annually and is pro-
jected to grow another 9 per cent by 2026.
Overall, investment in disaster preparedness
is expected to reach more than $250 billion
by 2028.

The fastest-growing group investing in
future security are millennials, more than
three-quarters of whom have emergency sup-
plies on hand or say that they have bought
them over the past 12 months. As one prep-

per starkly outlined for me, a bunker without
food, water and power is tomb.

Building private bunkers at scale would
not be possible without state investment
from the past. Almost every bunker I’ve vis-
ited was built on the bones of government
facilities. And although there are at least
20,000 underground redoubts worldwide,
many bunkers initially built to protect peo-
ple in times of conflict have now been col-
onised by cloud data servers, underground
farms, secure file storage facilities or quirky
nightclubs, putting even more pressure on
private citizens to dig their own, or to buy
into one of the dozens of bunker communi-
ties around the world being built by people
selling a salve to our collective dread.

An argument could be made that bunkers
have existed for thousands of years. From
the Byzantine underground cities in Cappa-
docia to Beijing’s Dixia Cheng fallout shel-
ter (which is supposedly capable of holding
a million people), underground spaces have
always been used to protect civilians, stock-
pile supplies and preserve cultural trea-
sures. Though the bunkers of today bear
little resemblance to the bunkers of the past,
they will undoubtedly endure as artifacts
from our unique period of history: an age of
dread, perhaps.
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ANGLO FRENCH
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UMBRIA. Spacious centuries old
farmhouse/villa. Sleeps 11. Pool.
Magical views. Therapeutic
atmosphere. Brilliant feedback.
www.ladogana.co.uk
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THINKING OF MOVING?
‘We buy mainly ‘housefuls” of books;
we thin existing collections and clear

History, Art, Architecture, Travel,
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To rent for one week or more.

Sleep 6 to 22 in comfort.
All with pools, some with tennis courts.
Perfect for family and
multi-generational holidays.

email: jack@anglofrenchproperties.com
Telephone: +44 (0)1258 817110
www.anglofrenchproperties.com
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Montana Switzerland. Sleeps four.
Fabulous walks summer and autumn.
Fully equipped kitchen, wifi and
parking. Contact: 07720 510644

ARE YOU A CARER OF AN
ELDERLY OR VULNERABLE
ADULT? Do you need help? If so,
contact the PDS on 0333 358 0566.
We assist elderly and vulnerable
people manage their finances to enable
them to live as independently as
possible. www.thepds.net

FEMALE VOICEOVER ARTIST,
very versatile. Corporate,voicemail,
announcements, narration. Contact
rebecca@rebeccasvoice.ch

Luxury holiday villas, Prom . o
pt payment; no commission
Chateaux, Manoirs, Houses in SWITZERLAND or charges.
South West France, Provence, LOVELY GROUND FLOOR SKI ROTHWELL
Cote d’Azur and Italy IN SKI OUT APARTMENT Crans & DUNWORTH.

Tel: 01398 323169,
Email: info@rdbooks.co.uk

SPEECH WRITING.

RELAX, WE'LL WRITE IT

FOR YOU!

You're due to speak/present at a
wedding/event.

Don’t worry ~ call Lawrence & team
on 0207 118 1600 or
www.greatspeechwriting.com

GOD’S PERFECT TIMING? Let
Friendslst answer your prayers for
that special someone to share your life
with. 1000s of success stories and 100s
of marriages. It's now your turn!

Call 0208 088 3412.

The Prayer Book Society

For 50 years the Prayer Book Society
has been working to keep
the Book of Common Prayer at the
heart of the worshipping life of
the Church of England.

New generations are discovering the
beauty, depth and majesty of the BCP.

The Society runs many national and
local events.

Join us and help keep this wonderful
tradition thrivingin our churches.

Use discount code Spect22
for a 25% discount on your first year
of membership.

www.pbs.org.uk
Registered Charity No.1099295
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